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Foreign Minister Kato strenuously objected to our policy in spite of
the fact that the railroad question was not in his province-"
"He had to protect the Mitsubishi interests in Kyushu, which were
threatened by your radical action," said Ito.
"So you dismissed him," Inouye sighed.
"No, he resigned. Did you hear anything strange in that connec-
tion?"
Ito commented: "I know of no other Minister who retired because
he disagreed on a question outside of his jurisdiction."
"That is not what I mean. See, he wrote a lengthy thesis explaining
his resignation-"
"For what, a magazine or a newspaper?" Ito asked.
"No, in his resignation presented to His Majesty-"
"What did you do with it, Saionji-san?"
"I presented it to His Majesty when I got it from the Minister,"
"My, did the Emperor accept it without questioning the lack of
precedence?"
"He did, saying that so far, whenever a Minister resigned, his reason
for it had always been 'ill-health/ "
"That's an established custom." Genro Ito was much concerned.
"Then, what did you reply?"
"Huh, I explained to the Emperor that Kato's action was also in
order because whenever any responsible appointee tenders his resig-
nation without actually being ill, there must be some definite reason
for it. If he, on his retirement, freely expresses his views on the ques-
tion, His Majesty will be informed as to how the matter stands."
Ito shook his head. "That's ideal, but I created a contrary prece-
dent."
"Marquis Saionji," Genro Inouye spoke out, "I have heard that the
Socialists are very active in the Capital these days. And they are
greatly increasing in number and strength."
"What, Inouye? Socialists?" Ito laid his s&kamki on the tray. "That's
outrageous, Saionji-san. Before they become stronger, put them out of
existence at all cost."
"Don't get excited, Genro. There aren't many real Socialists in
Nippon-"
"Oh, but the Metropolitan Police Headquarters has stated there are
about twenty-five thousand in the country, Of these, fourteen thou-
sand are in Tokyo alone. The figure includes three thousand, two
hundred working people, seven thousand, five hundred students, fifty

